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International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking — 26 June 2026

As the world marks the International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, Development
Through Media (DTM) joins the global community in observing this year’s theme: “The world drug
problem: Persisting Issues, New Challenges, Innovative Responses.”

In Kenya, drug and substance abuse remains a growing threat to peace, public health, and the future
of young people. From urban informal settlements to coastal communities and border towns, many
young people continue to face the risks of addiction, trafficking networks, unemployment,
hopelessness, and mental health struggles. These realities call for urgent, innovative, and
community-led responses.

DTM believes that building peace in a society where young people are at risk of drug abuse requires
more than enforcement. It demands prevention, honest public education, family and community
support systems, access to treatment and rehabilitation, and meaningful opportunities that restore
dignity and hope to young people.

We call on government, schools, families, faith leaders, civil society, the media, and young people
themselves, to work together in addressing the root causes of drug abuse and protecting the next
generation from exploitation and harm.

A peaceful and just society is one that safeguards its young people, supports recovery, and invests in
their future.
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